THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

I should be unjust if I put the whole weight of re-
sponsibility on the Communist Party. Unfortunately,
everybody was more or less responsible. One must
recognise, however, that this Party was most to blame.
I must honestly declare that if the Communist Party had
not put its political ambitions before the exigencies of
warfare it would have been, without doubt, the most
valuable of all. There were many officers attached to the
Communist Party who died heroically, and plenty of
Communist units which distinguished themselves by their
impetuous fighting. The Party took great care of the
morale of its troops and managed to improve their
conditions, generally at the expense of others. This need
not surprise us, as it had been proved that Communists in
Spain did not practise the democratic teaching of Equality
and Fraternity, probably because these do not figure in the
democratic programme of the U.S.S.R.

Those of us who lived through the war know how often,
beside a Unit of Spanish soldiers, infested with lice because
they had no shirts to put on, shivering with cold for lack of
fats and alcohol, and sighing for tobacco which very rarely
arrived, one found another Unit, an International one,
the troops of which were magnificently equipped and
looked after, and could have the luxury of drinking coffee
and brandy, and enjoy smoking because they received the
normal ration of tobacco. I do not believe that their
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